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K E Y  I D E A S  A N D  D E TA I L S

I N T E G R AT I O N  O F  K N O W L E D G E 
A N D  I D E A S

C R A F T  A N D  S T R U C T U R E

As Tippy sleepwalks a number of 
animals start to follow her, joining 
her at different points. Have students 
retell the stories of individual 
animals. When does the bear join 
Tippy? 

RL.K.1, RL.1.1,
RL.K.2, RL.1.2

The mole that joins Tippy’s parade 
has an affinity for one of the other 
animals. Which one is it? How can 
you tell?

RL.K.3, RL.1.3

Pause after you read the balloon “...and 
the trees.” as you read the story aloud to 
your class. Why are the animals follow-
ing Tippy? Where do you think they are 
going? What have you seen so far in the 
story that might give you a clue?

On the first page of the story, the name 
Tippy is written in all caps, with an 
exclamation mark, in a spiky balloon with 
a tail that comes from outside the picture. 
Point out to students how much informa-
tion they can get from just that balloon.

RL.K.7,
RL.1.7

Do you know of other stories where the 
characters go on adventures when they 
are asleep? How is Tippy’s journey simi-
lar or different? 

RL.K.9, 
RL.1.9

Compare the orange pages to the blue pages. 
What do the differences signify? How can 
you tell she is asleep? Does she seem to be 
enjoying her dream?

Compare at Tippy’s facial expression when 
she’s shrugging on the third page to her facial 
expression when she’s shrugging on the 
second-to-last page of the story. How does 
Tippy feel about the mess? Does she know 
how it got there? How can you tell?

RL.K.4, 
RL.1.4 

Is the story that Tippy tells her mother about 
how the animals get into her room the truth? 
Or is she just imagining? How can you tell?

RL.K.5, 
RL.1.5

At what point does Tippy start telling the 
story? Who is she telling it to? At what points 
is Tippy just a character (and not also telling 
the story)? Hint: Look at the orange pages. 
Who is telling the story at these points?

RL.K.6, 
RL.1.6

Have students get together in small 
groups to discuss Tippy. What do 
they think of this story? Is it real or 
imagined? Have students use specific 
examples in the book to support their 
thinking

SL.K.2, SL.1.2,
SL.K.3, SL.1.3, 
SL.K.4, SL.1.4,
SL.K.6, SL.1.6

Have students write a list of activities 
they might do while sleepwalking. 
Then, have students illustrate these, us-
ing comic tools such as speech balloons 
and panels. Have students share these 
in small groups and give feedback.

W.K.3, W.1.3, 
W.K.5, W.1.5,
W.K.7, W.1.7
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What is this mess? 

How it started:

Oh no! Your room is a mess! Draw your room to show us the mess, 
and then show us how it got that way.
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The end!


