
You can’t 
play!

The questions we ask when we read:
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make inferences

make predictions !

summarize:

?
whatwho

where why
how
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main idea:

DESCRIBE:

Can you retell 
this story?

Who are the 
characters?

Is this fiction 
or non-
fiction?

What is this 
story  
about?

Identify key details. Ask and answer 
questions. Use illustrations. Retell and 

recount. Compare and contrast.

Where is the 
story set?1 
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identify key details



Even very young readers  
will enjoy making the easy- 

to-read sound effects.

W h a t  w o r k s?

Our goal is to get kids reading—and we know kids LOVE comics. We publish award-winning early 
readers in comics form for elementary and early middle school, and present them in three levels.

TOON INTO READING in a few simple steps: 

The TOON INTO READING!™ program 
is designed for beginning readers and 
works wonders with reluctant readers.

FIND THE RIGHT BOOK
Veteran teacher Cindy Rosado tells what makes a good book for 
beginning and struggling readers alike: “A vetted vocabulary, plenty of 
picture clues, repetition, and a clear and compelling story. Also, the book 
shouldn’t be too easy—or the reader won’t learn, but neither should it be 
too hard—or he or she may get discouraged.” 

1 Think of the comic book story as a play, and 
read with expression and intonation. Assign 
parts or get kids to read the sound effects— 
a great way to reinforce phonics skills.

HAM IT UP!

9
There is, of course, never one right 
way to read, so go for the shared 
pleasure. Children who make the 
story happen in their imaginations 
have discovered the thrill of reading. 
At that point, just go get them more 
books, and more comics.

ABOVE ALL, 
ENJOY!

6

Children love to read comics and to RE-
read them, finding all the details that make 
comics so pleasurable. When they re-read, 
emerging and struggling readers become 
fluent readers.

LET THEM 
 RE-READ

8

HAVE FUN WITH BALLOONS7 Comics use various kinds of balloons.

speech balloons thought balloons sound effects

Keep your fingertip below the 
character that is speaking.

W h a t  w o r k s?

GUIDE 
YOUNG READERS2

3

Get kids talking, and 
you’ll be surprised at how 
perceptive they are about 

pictures.

In a comic, you can often read the story 
even if you don’t know all the words. 
Encourage young readers to tell you 
what’s happening based on the facial 
expressions and body language. 

LET THE PICTURES 
TELL THE STORY 4 GET OUT THE CRAYONS

Kids see the hand of the author in a comic and it 
makes them want to tell their own stories. Encourage 
them to talk, write and draw!

Comics provide a large amount of context for the 
words, so let young readers make informed guesses, 
and don’t over-correct. In this panel, the artist shows 
a pirate ship, two pirate hats, and two pirate flags the 
first time the word “PIRATE” is introduced. 

LET THEM GUESS5

ChiCK aNd ChiCKie 
play all day
by Claude Ponti
978-1-935179-29-0

liTTle mOuSe 
geTS ready
by Jeff Smith
978-1-935179-24-5  

Silly lilly 
and the Four Seasons
by Agnès Rosenstiehl
978-1-935179-23-8  

BeNNy aNd peNNy 
in The Toy Breaker
by Geoffrey Hayes
978-1-935179-28-3  

BeNjamiN Bear 
in Fuzzy Thinking
by Philippe Coudray
978-1-935179-25-2  

BeNNy aNd peNNy 
in Just Pretend
by Geoffrey Hayes
978-1-935179-26-9  

K E Y  I D E A S  A N D  D E TA I L S

INTEGRAT ION OF  
KNOWLEDGE  AND IDEAS

C R A F T  A N D  S T R U C T U R E

Ask students: What is Little Mouse getting 
ready to do? How does he get ready?

RL.K.1,
RL.1.1

Ask students to retell the story in their 
own words, listing the steps that Little 
Mouse takes to get ready.

Where is Little Mouse getting ready to go? 
Why is he excited to go there? Were the 
students surprised when Little Mouse got 
undressed? Ask them to say why.

RL.K.2, 
RL.1.2

Who are the two characters in the story? 
What does Mama mean when she tells 
Little Mouse to ‘get ready’? What does 
Little Mouse think ‘getting ready’ means?

RL.K.3,
RL.1.3

From pages 8 to 21, Little Mouse is get-
ting dressed. Look especially at page 10, 
on the first panel -- what do you see on 
the ground? What do you think he will do 
on page 11? How do you know?

On page 13, second panel, Little Mouse 
says that “pants are next.” Predict the 
steps he will take on the following pages.

RL.K.7, 
RL.1.7

While Little Mouse is getting dressed, his 
mother is waiting for him. How can you 
tell what she’s feeling (look at page 16)? 
How does Little Mouse feel when she 
tells him that mice don’t wear clothes, on 
page 26? What details help you draw that 
conclusion?

RL.K.9, 
RL.1.9

Lead students through the segment where 
Little Mouse is putting on his shirt, on pages 
19 to 23. Is it easy for him to put on the shirt? 
What are the problems he runs into? How can 
you tell what Little Mouse is feeling?

RL.K.4, 
RL.1.4 

Tell your students about the comic format. 
Have students identify speech balloons, point-
ing out that the tail of the balloon points to the 
person talking.

Look at the part where Little Mouse is putting 
on underwear (page 11). How are they differ-
ent from real underwear? How do you know?

RL.K.5, 
RL.1.5

In this book, the author both writes and il-
lustrates his work. Explain that one person 
creates both the words and the pictures. We 
don’t see Little Mouse’s mother till the end 
-- how do you know who’s speaking? What 
clues help you figure it out?

RL.K.6, 
RL.1.6

SPEAK ING AND L I S TEN ING
/  WRIT ING

Pair students and have one read Little 
Mouse’s lines and the other read Mama’s 
lines. Then have them switch roles and read. 
Ask them to act out what each character is 
doing and feeling.

SL.K.2, 
SL.1.2, 
SL.K.6, 
SL.1.6

Ask students to describe how they get ready 
in the morning, then organize each step in 
sequence. Have them draw pictures to ac-
company each step, and label them.

W.K.3, 
W.1.3, 
W.K.8, 
W.1.8
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ALIGNMENT TO COMMON CORE STANDARDS

Little Mouse Gets Ready:
TOON Books Level 1
by Jeff Smith 

Guided Reading Level = F 
Lexile Level = GN 160

Kids love comics: Young readers are naturally drawn to the detail in the pictures, which makes 
them want to read the words. In a recent study, the Canadian Council of Learning showed that 
comics are extremely useful for beginning readers since the reduced text makes the language 
manageable for new readers. They also found that comics are an effective tool to improve 
reading development among second-language learners and children with learning difficulties. 
TOON Books require students to make inferences from illustrations, interpret symbols, 
integrate information from text and pictures, and acquire new vocabulary supported by the 
pictures. After reading, students participate in activities like creative writing, readers theater, 
and storytelling. Our website, TOON-BOOKS.COM, offers all the classroom resources 
teachers need, including Common Core guides and lesson plans. With TOON Books, teachers 
find it easy to engage young minds in the pleasure of reading. 

“The TOON Books are a literacy tool to teach kids how to not only 
read but also love to read.”—Ian Chipman, Booklist

EDUCATORS’ GUIDE

NOW IN PAPERBACK...

USE COMICS TO TEACH CCSS!
Students love comics and graphic novels, and now you 
can bring them to the elementary classroom! Rigorously 
vetted, the TOON Books are 
engaging and accessible 
teaching tools.

Q:

•	 inferencing
•	 predicting

•	 envisioning
•	 making connections 
•	 finding the main idea  

and key details

How does reading comics help students?
Is it really reading?
Comics let you teach everything you need 
to teach in a more engaging and accessible 
way. They offer a great way to scaffold all 
the skills needed to make confident readers.

A:

Paperback
978-1-935179-24-5   

Hardcover
978-1-935179-01-6
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