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New & Notable Books 
”COMIC BOOKS EVEN TEACHERS CAN LOVE”—

FEATURE STORY IN THE NEW YORK TIMES

This guide to comics for kids is an essential 
tool for all those who enjoy comics. Simple 
cartooning basics are outlined with easy 
examples to follow. Kids, parents, teachers, and 
librarians will love the humorous step-by-step 
lessons by master cartoonist and teacher Ivan 
Brunetti. Even reluctant artists will be inspired 
to pick up a pen and give it a try.

COMICS: EASY AS ABC!
by Ivan Brunetti 

edited by Françoise Mouly

“LISTEN TO THE ANIMALS!” 
An urgent message from the past 
for today and tomorrow. 
Young Randall dreams of adventures 
until he’s sent off one day on a 
mission to discover the neighboring 
king’s secret. When he returns, 

he’s thrown in a dungeon and despairs until  Princess Tilda  – the power 
behind the throne – entices him to compete for her hand. Ben Nadler’s 
modern version in comics highlights the timeless truths at the heart of this 
memorable Grimms’ fairy tale.

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY GEOFFREY HAYES • ART 
SPIEGELMAN • ELEANOR DAVIS • NEIL GAIMAN 

• LINIERS • JEFF SMITH AND MORE!

Famed Love and Rockets 
creator Jaime Hernandez 
transforms beloved myths into 
bold, stunning, and utterly 
contemporary comics.
“Rousing tales, spirited artwork, 
and rich backmatter ensure 
that this slim graphic novel for 
kids becomes a rich resource for 
all caregivers, not just those of 

Latinx children.” —Kirkus Reviews « STARRED REVIEW

TEXAS BLUEBONNET AWARD 2019-20 Master L is t 
WINNER 2018 AESOP PRIZE American Folklore Society

THE DRAGON 
SLAYER: FOLKTALES 

FROM LATIN 
AMERICA

by Jaime Hernandez

Consider: A feast for the eyes 
and the imagination—also 
with an introduction to 
multiplication!
“So exemplary an execution 
of a simple concept that it can 

be read multiple ways—as multiplication, counting, sorting—without 
sacrificing fun.”—Kirkus Reviews « STARRED REVIEW
“The premise may seem simple, but Brunetti gives it 
plenty of depth. This entertaining, playful concept book 
teems with charm.”—Booklist

Can we have pizza now? Join Mouse 
and a young explorer as they land in 
Italy to climb Mount Etna. Best-selling 
author Frank Viva spells out what’s 
needed: “walking sticks,” “mountain 

boots,” “sunglasses,” and much more. “Can we have pizza now?” asks Mouse. “Not 
now, Mouse.” From sea to snow, young readers will giggle with delight as they 
experience an unforgettable journey to one of the world’s most active volcanoes. 
And as kids TOON into reading, they’ll want to relive Mouse’s magical journey 
over and over again, getting a taste – if not of pizza – of geology, geography, and 
history along the way.

THE WHITE SNAKE

by Ben Nadler

A TRIP TO THE TOP OF THE 

VOLCANO WITH MOUSE

by Frank Viva

3x4

by Ivan Brunetti

NEW!
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AWARD-WINNING CORE COLLECTIONS
The comic format helps every beginning reader develop and master 
5 core reading comprehension strategies and skills: Visualization 
& Imagining, Making Connections, Retelling, Summarizing & 
Synthesizing, and Compare and Contrast.  The facial expressions and 
body gestures that are at the core of our comics encourage social and 
emotional learning. Every book comes with a free lesson plan aligned 
to the CCSS standards.

EASY-TO-READ COMICS FOR EMERGING 
READERS INTEREST LEVEL: AGE 4+    READING LEVEL: GRADES 1-2     

Level 2 books are designed for first- and second-graders who are 
scaffolding their reading skills—but they’re also perfect to be read 
aloud to any child. They feature 1-4 panels per page, contain about 
300-600 words in short sentences and include repetition and many of 
the sight words early readers have to learn.  
The collection covers all these grades 1-2 curriculum themes:

• Making New Friends
• Bullying
• Genre
• Mystery

• Humor
• Growth
• Imagination
• Emotions

• Character Education
• Mastering Anger
• Mastering 

Independence

CHAPTER-BOOK COMICS FOR ADVANCED 
READERS INTEREST LEVEL: AGE 5+    READING LEVEL: GRADES 2-3     

Level 3 books are designed for emerging readers ready to tackle 
longer books—but they’re also perfect to be read aloud to any child.  

They feature a range of settings in terms of time and place, sustained 
storylines divided into chapters, and long sentences, with upwards of 800 words.  
The collection covers all these  grade 2-3 curriculum themes:

• Telling Stories
• Coming of Age
• Social Media
• Working Cooperatively
• Biology

• Food Chain
• Growth
• Imagination
• Emotion
• Conflict Resolution

• Overcoming Obsessions
• Language Arts
• Palindromes

F IRST COMICS FOR BRAND-NEW READERS 
INTEREST LEVEL: AGE 3+    READING LEVEL: GRADES K-1     

Level 1 books are designed for kindergartners and first graders to 
read on their own—but they’re also perfect to be read aloud to any 

child, even very young ones. They feature 1-2 panels per page, short 
sentences, and about 200-300 words, including many easy sight words. 

The collection covers all these  K-1 curriculum themes:

• Seasons
• Alphabet
• Personal Care
• Humor
• Growth

• Imagination
• Mastering Fear
• Character Studies
• Next Generation 

Science Standards



TOON BOOKS IN SPANISH
Did you know that TOON’s collection of titles in 
Spanish just keeps growing and growing? This set 
includes our five books available in Spanish: Buenas 
noches, Planeta, Escrito y dibujado por Enriqueta, El 
globo grande y mojado, La matadragones: Cuentos de 
Latinoamérica, and Perdidos en NYC: una aventura 
en el metro. 

GIGGLE AND LEARN BY KEVIN MCCLOSKEY
Kevin McCloskey is the author of the critically acclaimed TOON Books 
“Giggle and Learn” series and an illustration professor at Pennsylvania’s 
Kutztown University. His first TOON Book, We Dig Worms, was described as 
“a winning combination of facts and gross-out fun” by The New York Times. 
His wife (a librarian!) asked for a fun worm book to read at the library, so he 
came up with an informative and silly story that evolved into a now beloved 
series of four.
• High-interest, non-fiction comics for K-2
• Blends fun facts with humor
• Free lesson plans for every title!

WWW.TOON-BOOKS.COM

BATCHELDER HONOR

“BEST OF” LISTS
ALSC
YALSA

The New York Times
NPR

Kirkus Reviews
Booklist

School Library 
Journal

The Horn Book
Publishers Weekly

GRAPHICS FOR MIDDLE GRADE  
AND VISUAL READERS 
INTEREST LEVEL: AGE 8+    READING LEVEL: GRADES 3-6     

TOON Graphics are comics and visual narratives that bring the text to 
life in a way that captures young readers’ imaginations and makes them 
want to read on—and read more. Children also develop their aesthetic 
sense when they experience the relationship of text to picture in all its 
communicative power. Vetted by our team of educational experts, TOON 
Graphics introduce great storytelling traditions from around the world. 
Making meaning out of reading with the aid of visuals may be the best way 

to become a lifelong reader, one who knows how to read for pleasure and 
for information—a reader who loves to read. 

World-renowned authors include Neil Gaiman, Jaime 
Hernandez, Yvan Pommaux, and Fred.

The collection covers these middle grade curriculum themes:

• Folktales and Fairy 
Tales

• Mythology

• Latin American 
Culture

• Architecture/
Transportation

• Emotional 
Growth / Conflict 
Resolution

TOON BOOKS HAVE RECEIVED MANY AWARDS & DISTINCTIONS
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